
2023-2024 AP Seminar Entrance Essay 

Process for submission: 

- The priority deadline is Tuesday, February 28th. Essays submitted after that date will be placed 

on a course waitlist.  

- Please return this form along with your essay. Please email Puyallup High School AP at 

PHSAP@puyallup.k12.wa.us 

o Submissions should be sent as an attachment (i.e. in PDF format or word document). 

Do not share as a link to one drive, this will not be accepted. 

- For registration, you will pick your alternate course (i.e. what you would take instead of AP 

Seminar). Once your essay is received, we will change your English course to AP Seminar. 

 

Name:  _______________________________________________Student ID #: __________________ 

    

Grade: __________ Current School: _____________________________ 

 

The AP Seminar course was created to challenge students to write college-level research papers and 

present that research to classmates and AP Seminar instructors.  Students are expected to research 

current local and world problems/topics and craft arguments that pose solutions and explore 

implications.  Your task is to write a short research essay that: 

a) Identifies a current local/world problem 

b) Discusses the research dealing with the problem 

c) Poses a solution and discusses the implications of that solution. 

Research papers must meet the following requirements: 

• 2-3 pages in length, Double-Spaced 

• Times New Roman 

• 12-point font 

• 1” margins 

• Cite at least two sources using APA citation 

• A separate works cited page must be included 

• This should be new writing, specific to this assignment 

Use the following link to find resources for accurate APA citations for both in-text citations and 

bibliography: 

 https://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/560/01/ or search Purdue Owl 

It is vital that this essay reflects your best, authentic work.  Though you might want to seek feedback 

from teachers, peers, and parents, it is imperative that this is a representation of your work.  In other 

words, this needs to be your work, and your work only. 

Questions?... feel free to contact Mr. Limric, Mrs. Montoya, or Mrs. Mooring 

 

mailto:PHSAP@puyallup.k12.wa.us
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 limrimw@puyallup.k12.wa.us         montoel@puyallup.k12.wa.us        

moorinjm@puyallup.k12.wa.us     

 

Papers will be evaluated on the following criteria for entry purposes, not as a graded assignment: 

Criteria Scoring Scale 

Understanding 

and Analyzing 

Context 

6 

The essay identifies a complex 

research question that is clearly 

articulated within the context of 

the source materials. The question 

is sustained and controls the 

argument throughout the essay. 

4 

The essay identifies a research 

question of reasonable scope; 

however, the question is not 

sustained or is not controlling the 

argument throughout the essay; or, 

it might be only tangentially 

related to the context of the source 

materials. 

2 

The essay identifies a research 

question that is trivial, overly 

broad in scope, or poorly 

connected to the context of the 

source materials. 

 

Selecting and 

Using Evidence 

6 

The argument accurately and 

thoroughly interprets and 

synthesizes evidence from a wide 

range of sources. 

4 

The argument uses some 

combination of evidence, but from 

a narrow range of sources; or, a 

wide range of evidence is present 

but might not be accurately 

interpreted or synthesized. 

2 

The argument incorporates 

evidence from a minimal range of 

sources or ineffectively or 

inaccurately incorporates 

evidence. 
 

Building and  

Conveying an 

Argument 

6 

The argument is logically 

organized, well-reasoned, and 

complex. The argument presents 

resolutions, conclusions, and/or 

solutions that are unambiguously 

linked to evidence and fully 

address the research question.; 

4 

The argument is logically 

organized, but the reasoning may 

be faulty, or it may be misaligned 

with the research question. The 

argument presents specific 

resolutions, conclusions, and/or 

solutions that are impractical or do 

not derive from the line of 

reasoning. 

2 

The argument is disorganized and 

poorly reasoned or overly general. 

The argument presents few or no 

specific resolutions, conclusions, 

and/or solutions. 

 

Building and 

Communicating 

an Argument 

6 

The essay clearly and 

convincingly uses commentary to 

link claims and evidence. 

4 

The essay uses minimal 

commentary to link claims and 

evidence. 

2 

The essay omits commentary 

about connections between claims 

and evidence or offers only very 

general commentary. 
 

Selecting and 

Using Evidence 

6 

The response appears to accurately 

attribute and cite the sources used. 

The bibliography includes all 

referenced sources, and is 

consistent and complete in citation 

elements. 

4 

The response attributes and cites 

source used with a reasonable 

amount of accuracy and 

thoroughness. The bibliography 

includes nearly all referenced 

sources, most of which are 

consistent and complete in citation 

elements. 

2 

The response includes many errors 

in attribution and citation. The 

bibliography, if included, is 

inconsistent in style and format 

and/or incomplete in citation 

elements. 

 

Grammar and 

Style 

6 

The report contains few flaws in 

grammar or style and clearly 

communicates to the reader 

4 

The report contains some flaws in 

grammar or style that minimally 

2 

The report contains many flaws in 

grammar and style that interfere 

with communication to the reader. 
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Criteria Scoring Scale 

interfere with communication to 

the reader. 
 

 


